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receiving this designation and in encouraging 
its residents to continue upholding the high 
standards that earned them this honor. We 
also invite our colleagues to visit Centreville to 
see firsthand what makes this community spe-
cial. 
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TRIBUTE TO IRIS DAVIS-WALKER 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 19, 2010 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to the life and legacy 
of the late Ms. Iris Davis-Walker, a constituent 
in the Congressional district I represent. It is 
with both profound sadness, but also an en-
during sense of gratitude that I recognize her 
for the tremendous inspiration she provided to 
the South Florida community. 

Born in Howells Content, York Town, 
Clarendon, Ms. Davis-Walker was the only 
child from the union of William S. Davis and 
Clara Gayle. She was the youngest of four 
siblings. She received her early formal edu-
cation in Clarendon, Jamaica W.I. where she 
excelled as a seamstress and hairdresser. Be-
fore coming to the United States, Ms. Davis- 
Walker was an active political force in her na-
tive country of Jamaica. She often organized 
rallies and gathered support for various can-
didates. 

Ms. Davis-Walker migrated to Brooklyn, 
New York, in the late 1960s. She began her 
professional career in the medical field and 
worked in several institutions such as the 
American Nursing Home and Cliffside Nursing 
Home. While in New York, Ms. Davis-Walker 
was a faithful member of the Church of God 
of Prophecy at Barby Street. She was in the 
inaugural graduating class of the Bible Train-
ing Institute, which was a three-year commit-
ment. One of her proudest moments was be-
coming a licensed minister. 

While in South Florida, Ms. Davis-Walker 
was a poll worker since 2000 and took im-
mense pleasure in being on the ground floor 
of many Democratic victories in Broward 
County. She was especially proud when she 
witnessed the triumph of President Barack H. 
Obama, who she often called ‘‘My President.’’ 

Ms. Davis-Walker was blessed with a loving 
family who took pleasure in every aspect of 
her life and her interests. I offer my heartfelt 
condolences to her three children, Juleen 
Grant-Castillo (James), Bridgette Fellix 
(Denfield), Raymond ‘‘Rayzor’’ Davis and a 
host of family members and friends. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and all the 
Members of this esteemed legislative body to 
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life 
and accomplishments of Ms. Iris Davis-Walk-
er. She will be missed by all who knew her, 
and I appreciate this opportunity to pay tribute 
to her before the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. While she will indeed be missed, 
her legacy, as well as the outstanding con-
tributions she made to her church and the 
South Florida community will live on. 

HONORING WILLIAM W. BACKUS 
HOSPITAL AND DAY KIMBALL 
HOSPITAL 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 19, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the exceptional patient care 
and service exemplified by two eastern Con-
necticut hospitals, William W. Backus Hospital 
and Day Kimball Hospital. 

Located in Norwich and Putnam, these two 
hospitals have been providing quality health 
care to the residents of New London and 
Windham Counties for over 100 years. Found-
ed in 1893, Backus Hospital operates the only 
trauma center in eastern Connecticut, and has 
the only facility with a hangar for LIFE STAR 
to transfer patients by air. This capability is ex-
tremely beneficial for the critically injured, and 
expedites transfers to trauma centers across 
the state. 

Serving northeast Connecticut, Day Kimball 
Hospital maintains a unique partnership with 
UMass Memorial Medical Center in Worcester, 
MA, which allows it to stabilize and transport 
heart attack patients hours faster than the na-
tional average. This partnership in concert with 
the level of excellence in cardiac care at Day 
Kimball Hospital are extremely advantageous 
for Connecticut residents. With such resources 
and capabilities, these two hospitals make 
achieving outstanding patient satisfaction a top 
priority. 

Recent data published by the Department of 
Health and Human Services illustrates the 
hospitals’ strong commitment to patient care, 
with data showing that both hospitals are per-
forming better than the national average in a 
number of areas. In these hospitals, patients 
with chest pains or potential heart attacks re-
ceive electrocardiograms over thirty minutes 
faster than the national average, and over 98 
percent of cardiac patients are given aspirin 
within 24 hours of arrival. 

Both William W. Backus Hospital and Day 
Kimball Hospital strive to further improve their 
already excellent level of patient care and sat-
isfaction. I ask my colleagues to join me in ac-
knowledging the benefit these two hospitals 
provide to the residents of Connecticut, and 
the example they set for other hospitals 
across the country. 
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CELEBRATING THE TRANSFER OF 
MAJOR CA-ASIA SHIELDS 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 19, 2010 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, today, I 
recognize and pay tribute to Major Ca-Asia 
Shields, United States Army, on the occasion 
of her transfer to the Secretary of the Army’s 
Strategy and Initiatives Group. I have had the 
great pleasure of working with her over the 
past three years that she has served with the 
Congress: first as my Defense Fellow and 
then as a Liaison Officer in the Army Liaison 
Office in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Major Shields has had a varied and distin-
guished Army career. She enlisted in the 

United States Army in February 1987 and 
served as an Administrative Specialist for 8 
years in both active duty and reserve units. In 
May 1997, she was commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the Military Police Corps, a 
branch of the Army of which she has always 
been proud to be a member. 

Some of her major duty assignments in-
clude Platoon Leader and Company Executive 
Officer in the 58th Military Police Company, 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; S–3 Operations 
Officer, Headquarters Command Battalion, 
Fort Myer, Virginia; Adjutant, 759th Military 
Police Battalion, Fort Carson, Colorado; Com-
pany Commander, 984th Military Police Com-
pany; and Military Police Captains’ Assign-
ment Officer, Human Resources Command, 
Alexandria, VA. 

Her combat experience included Operation 
Iraqi Freedom II, where she served as Com-
pany Commander of the 984th Military Police 
Company. 

In 2008, she served as a Department of De-
fense Congressional Fellow in my office, pri-
marily handling national security and veterans 
issues; but she took the lead in calling atten-
tion to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder among 
returning troops; pushed for more contracting 
opportunities with the Department of Defense 
for service disabled owned businesses; and 
worked to form the Military Leadership Diver-
sity Commission to promote the recruitment 
and development of minority officers in the 
Armed Forces. I was very impressed with Ca- 
Asia’s intelligence and work ethic, qualities 
that were only exceeded by her dedication to 
our Country’s service members and their fami-
lies. 

During her assignment to the Army House 
Liaison Office, Major Shields developed out-
standing rapport with both members and staff 
in a variety of venues. She planned and es-
corted 11 congressional and staff delegations 
to locations within the continental United 
States and overseas. Her missions ranged 
from a two-day trip to Fort Lewis, Washington, 
with 40 staffers to a complicated two-week 
CODEL to China. She managed the Army-es-
corted trips for House members and staff to 
Walter Reed, personally escorting 25 delega-
tions to visit Wounded Warriors. And, in co-
ordination with the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, she developed and conducted the first 
two Army-sponsored Black History Month 
events on Capitol Hill. Throughout all of these 
engagements, she has served as an out-
standing representative for Soldiers and for 
Army values, and enhanced the Army’s rep-
utation with the United States Congress. 

Major Shields is a graduate of Armstrong 
Atlantic State University with a BA in History 
and holds a Master’s Degree in History Edu-
cation from Old Dominion University. 

I ask that my colleagues please join me in 
recognizing the outstanding accomplishments 
of Major Ca-Asia Shields in serving the United 
States Army and the Nation. 
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REMEMBERING REGINALD SMART 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 19, 2010 

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of Reginald Smart from 
Truckee, California. 
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